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Chef (Cook)
Job Location
14 Tui Street, 9300, Queenstown, Otago, New Zealand
Remote work from: NZ
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Base Salary
USD 2800 - USD 3500

Qualifications
Certificate in Cookery (NZQA Level 3 or equivalent/higher) or relevant vocational
training.

Employment Type
Full-time
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Experience
Minimum 1-2 years of experience in a commercial kitchen environment.

Skills
Proficiency in food preparation and cooking techniques, menu knowledge, strong
kitchen hygiene practices, ability to work quickly and under pressure, effective
teamwork, excellent time management, basic inventory control, attention to detail in
presentation, willingness to follow instruction, and reliability.

Responsibilities
Prepare and cook dishes according to set recipes and standards, maintain a clean
and organised work area, assist with inventory and stock rotation, ensure
compliance with food safety and hygiene regulations, support the Head Chef/Sous
Chef as needed, and assist in menu development where appropriate.

Description
The Fernwood Culinary Group is seeking a dedicated and enthusiastic Chef
(Cook) to join our dynamic kitchen team in the vibrant heart of Queenstown, Otago,
New Zealand. We are a renowned establishment committed to delivering
exceptional dining experiences, and we are looking for individuals who share our
passion for high-quality cuisine and hospitality. This is an excellent opportunity for
lower-level or somewhat experienced candidates eager to develop their skills in a
world-class culinary destination.

Key Responsibilities and the Role: The successful candidate will be
instrumental in the daily operation of our kitchen. Your primary duties will involve the
preparation and execution of a diverse range of dishes, ensuring every plate meets
our high standards of taste and presentation. You will be responsible for maintaining
impeccable standards of cleanliness and organisation throughout the kitchen,
adhering strictly to food safety and hygiene protocols. Teamwork is crucial, and you
will be expected to collaborate effectively with all kitchen and front-of-house staff,
contributing positively to a fast-paced environment. This role requires flexibility and
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the ability to manage your time efficiently, especially during peak service hours. You
will also assist with receiving, storing, and rotating stock, and may be asked to
contribute ideas or support the development of new menu items.
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Candidate Profile: We are looking for candidates who possess a minimum of1-2
years of experience working in a commercial kitchen. Formal qualifications, such
as a Certificate in Cookery (NZQA Level 3 or equivalent/higher) or relevant
vocational training, are highly desirable but will be assessed alongside practical
experience. Essential skills include a solid proficiency in food preparation and
various cooking techniques, a thorough knowledge of kitchen hygiene, and the
ability to work consistently at a high standard. We value candidates who are
reliable, have strong time management skills, and are keen to learn and take on
new challenges. A positive attitude and strong communication skills are vital for
successful integration into our team.

Compensation and Terms: We offer a competitive Base Salary ranging from
$2,800 to $3,500 USD per month (paid in the local currency, New Zealand Dollars
– NZD), commensurate with your experience and skill set, which is in line with
industry standards for this level of position in New Zealand. The position offers full-
time employment, and specific details regarding working hours and contract terms
will be provided to shortlisted candidates.
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